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CHAPTER XVII.
How Nigel Lukyn Ran Amuck.

BUNT JANES reasnon for being
Inguisitive about the Anger-
nalln was far less subtie
than the ons stiributed to

her by Badger. As A mat.
‘-N fact, she had not the knowledgs
hecessary to the formation of the
theory now culling sll the youthful
dutective's faculties fnto play. Bhe
had besn awars that her nieca’s hus-
band at lunch that day, and subse-
quently when he had talked with her
' in the saloon, had possessed nalls as
Deal and 1rim as though manicured
the day before, If he had bitten Lhem
down during the afterpoon and re
duced tham to the ovndition of his
anim-saylum days, it would bo clear
proof, Aunt Jane argued, that he had
“gone mad" again.

But, as Hadger 4id not return, and
It was paat her usual bedtime, Aunt
Jane retired to her own stutlercom,
which was in the spposite corridor Lo
Marton's, on the port side of the ves-
sul. She hnd not besu in her cabin
ten minutes when Marion sappeared at
the deor, very white of face but quite
self-puanesned.

“1 must sk for your hospitality
to-might, aunty,” ahe sald, Lossing
her nightgown case Into the second

“He Is really rather mors
than 1 can sand. Hoe has locked
himself into bis dressing room, and
+he bexan to use the most horrible
language at me through the door.”

Bo the two ladies slept in Aunt

‘ Jane's statercom, trying to comfort
eaoh other, but falling utterly. And
their counsels were divided, for the
elder woman was for putting back
to Exmouth, or into the nearest port,
in the morning, and telegraphing to
. Dr. Beaman to come and recialm his
fent, while the younger, ashamed
to publish her part in her husband's
espape, waa for pushing on—out to
paa—into the Atlantic—anywhere
where ahe could hide her trouble as
Jong as possible from & world that
" would only laugh.

In the morning the rumor that
“Mr, Armytage” was raving mad, or
Jarunk, or both, had run through the

cht like wildfire. All night lonhg

had beon heard singing and
ahouting by the waich on deck, and
he had threatened to Kill the under
steward who had knocked at his door
with shaving wilter, refusink the
man admission. Then It leaked out
that the beloved owner of the Mdalia
had been compelled to take refuie in
her dunt'a stateroom, and it required
afl Capt Cm"rloru‘n firmnesas to keep

n order,

mi.lﬂatti"‘t!- inatinet of a gentloman,
Capt, Crawford left it to her to make
the first réference to her husband's
behavior, and sa ahée made none at
all he confined his conversation to
ordinary toples. Thera was, however,
a shade of significancs In lLils tone
when he Inquired on what gourse
Marlon wished the yacht to be

stearad.

They had been standing at the foot
of the bridge ladder, and Crawford,
parcelving that his employer had
completed her Instructions, raised his
cap and swung up the steps to his
post. Marion wulked further aft and
Jeaned aver the ralls. trying to drown
her misery in enjoyment of the glori-
ous seascapes, The sun shone with a
frowty mlitter, and the gentle wavelots
sparkled In a fine weather ripple,
while n mile away the towering head-
land crowned by the anclent land-
«+ mark atood out In all its lofty gran-
' deur.

Buddenly an insane screech dmw
her eyen from tha restful sceno to tha
vestibule of the saloon, and what aho
saw thera told her that she was in dive
and instant danger. The man whom
she Lelieved to ba her husband, in re-
ulity the former occupant of Dr.
Beaman's refractory ward, stood just
putside the entranos, regarding her
with the feroclous countenance and
crouching attltude of & wild beast
about to spring.  And he muade hin
rush so quickly that but for her pres-
ence of mind ke would have reached
her before Crawford from the bridge
and the wateh on deck could have
pome to her assistance,

The maniae was brandishing the
rall of u smaahed towel horse, and na
ha raced nlong the deck there could
be no doubt of his Intention. Bare-
footed, and In hin shirt sleeves, ha
bounded forward, emitling strange
noises  Marion turned to fly, and in-
!unvlm-l)' durted into the chart room,
wying to close the door behind her,
But it stuck, and there being another
douvi wpponite she ran throieh to It
and so out on to the other side of the
deck, getting clear just ns Lukyn en-
tered by the door she had falled to
close. With the secand door she wan
more fortunute, and alammed It in the
fntlwmed face of her pursuer In the
aick of timw.  There was a Yolt on the
imulde, and as “she shot it home she
knew that she was safe. For & dozen
of her falthful erew had patherod
round her, while others, with Craw-
ford nt their hew!, went round to the
apen slonr to wecure the madman

The captaln Knew that it wis tiine

for lum o aect ns his owne's friend

ot o tinn as her servant,  He bnsued

a curt order, vhich resulted o the
sork fury

Ich was wrecking the
t room belng quelled by main

Headon Hill

foroe mnd in the struggiing hasphem
g woeteh being “Treg srarchied” by
& gusitetts of salwart sailors e 8
aaill roum on the lower deck, where he
wme b hed 10 ahd 8 guard sl over tl-l
Basi ¥

A it deter Crasford stitersd the
mluon whare Marion ens qd'l.l} -
bog, with her bead an Aust Jans's |
koo With 8 suprems oot of .I'-l
vontrel sie rose (o resvive Lhe oAp-
tain » report

“Whet hat he done!™ repegled the
Caplain with savage amphasia “Why,
he's siusskied the Marcon! apparatus
into [Ithe piaces. [t o seatiersd over
the chart reom Beor—seeBiver, trand 1
mitter and all. A matior of Ave hup. |
dred pounds, Mise Armytage, to re. |
pair and & fomnight peeded to de It
in"

Jubn CQuayss, st that moment |
apeading weptward in the Corniah e -
prese, with his knowisdgs of what
was fAnsd to the Idalla’'s sinrnpom
wauld have deeiniod 1t & matter li
conmderably more than that,

CHAPTER XVIII.
Scheming to Die,
HEN Laalle Armytage quit.
ted thea houss In MHolruyd |
Birsst, Exmouth, an hour
after midnight, his mind, ae
bs walked back to the ba.n.ol..l
wan chiefly exercised on buw Lo de-
coive Quayna  JHe meant to treat his |
intending murdersrs with absolute '
wgood falth, l

He hoped that Quayns had pol sat
up for bim, so thet be might bave |
more thine o formulate & scheme for
his deception. Hut in this be was
disnppointed.  Late as It was, he
lound the celebrated detective fully
dreased and sagerly awalting bin in
his bedroom.

“1 have t what | wantad out of
them,” sald Leslie, an he closed the
door and cume te the fre shilvoring
alightly. "There Is & powerful In.
fernnl machine fixed to the yacht's
stern-post w foot below the water-
litie t s timed to go off at 4 o'clock
tw-morrow aflernoon.” |

“Thank tod for tis knowledge,™
sald Quayne wimply. I will be off
to Foldhu by the frst train and get
into wireless communication wita the
yucht lung befures 4 o'clock.™

He mads & rapld calculation and
added:

“The 1dalla, If shs has continued
her voyage to the westward, should
be somewhere between Falmouth
and the BSellly Isles to-morrow at
noon. She will probably put into Fal-
mouth after getting the measage.”

“Unleas Lukyn's behavior has come
pelled my wife to run In somewhere
nearer — at Torquuy or Plymouth™
Lealin suggested,

*“That 1s possible” Quayne ad-
mitted. *1 shall provide against any
such contingency before starting for
tha Marconi station. But the chanoos
ure that Falmouth will be the port, |
and you had better come with me as |
far an Truro and go on thenca to Fal.
mouth alone, so as to put the Lukyn
muddie right at the sarliest possible
moment, You owe It to Mrs, Army-
tage to do that'”

T know,"” snld Leslle, shuddering
at the thought of what might be
passing on the yacht, “But you for-
get that after what I've done to-
night 1 am more than ever & hunted
man I gained that Information as
Nigel Lukyn, and because | was the
Nigel Lukyn whom they belleved to
have salled In the Idalia. They only
refrained from o killing me to-night
for the snme reason that they spared

ou~that they could almost certain.
y be caught after n crime in that
dirty littie lodging houss.'

Well? sald Quayne sharply.

1 must run away-—offace myself—
or they will have me, 1 share tha
opinion you wxpressed earliar in'the
evening about these Knights of In-
dusiry. They are so smooth and elvil
that they I(nspire a oreepy fesling
that Is worse than fear, Quayne.
Yea, I must put a hundred miles be-
tweon them and myself before noon
to-morrow."”

“1 tnke your polot,” replisd Quayne
gravely, "and It has much to be sald
for it. Well, in that case, Mr. Army-
tage, there Ia nothing for it but that
‘ol ahould bear your cross a little
onger; only, If vou are bent on run-
ning awny, | should be glad If you
would (‘l‘ll‘lﬂ.llﬁ in me where you maan
to run to, so that you may be ap-
prized when the danger Is panst.”

Tha last words were spoken with
A contemptuous accent that per-
susded Laoslle that the battle was
won. He bellaved that he had hood-
winked the great detective, and was
fres to go awny and dis. He had
saved Marlon, and by the time the
noht was brousht safely to port by

arconl's wonderful Invention he
would have egplated his fault. He
answersd almost gally—

“The line u hard-pressad fox wiil
take must depend very much on the
hounds, 1 don‘t see that [ can give
you an addross, as I have no ‘earth’
to make for. T may try and lose
myself in London. Hay the Charing
Cross post-offios.*

“Ho be 1t sald Quuyne ahortly.
“And now we had better aloop o
Hitlo.*

Hut when the younger man, all too
willlng, had left o go to his room
next door, the dstective ant for a
while, starine Into the dying embers.

“Complex!" he muttared, as he rose
nt lnst. “"He has sold himself to the
devil In the shape of Herthe Roum-
lar, and he Is hiding the prics. Wall,
It the redoubtable Bignor Marconl
will enable me to ftalk to the Idalla
to-morrow, falrly early in the day, I
uay pull the poor fallow through.'

CHAPTER XIX.
*“‘No Reply."”

N the morning Quayns waa
up hetimes, and, aftar a hur-
rivd Drvalasl (0 the coffco
rooen of the hotel, held a
short interview with the an.

clent “shmdow,” Peckthorne, When
he had given the old man a faw
verbal instructions and handed him
a shoaf of wiegrams for despateh, he
disminsed him, but called him back
us though from an afterthought,

"Run up to No, 16=Mr. Armytlage's
room,” he sald, “Tell him | sont you,
and ask {f you can be of AnyY use in
procuring the dismutise he spoks of”

Poekthotne wis baek In a couple of
minutes with the mformation that
Mr. Armytage had paid for his room
and left the hotel

“Then there ls nothing more to be
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done, Peckthorne, but to watoh the Two minutes passed. The princi- “You will bs the one to ba shad- "Now go, Fayter, and luck be with
people at Holroyd Street and Inform in the doorway, and owed,'” auld Voules confidently. you," sald Iarthe,

e by telegram to FPoldhu at noon If
they have made any move,” sald
Quayne rising. "Stay, 1 shall have to
change at Exeter. Lot me have a
wire &t the station there to say if
they are still at their lodgings, As
Armytuge has gone they may have
Kone too."

Five minutes later Quayns was in
the traln on the first stage of his
Journey to thy Far West
restioss and uneasy, for he blamed
himself for loaing wuch with Lealle.
He had intended to instruct Peck-
thorne to look after himn, and he had
becn 8o sure that the threatened dis-
kulse and fAight was only a blind
that he had n .t taken quite adequate
irecautions. He oufht to have taken

sslle at his word, In which case he
would have Kept an eye on him bim-
solf Ul Pockthorme wmrrived at the
hotel,

Whan the local traln set him down
at Exeter he ran into the telegraph
office and found the telegram from
Peckthorne at HExmouth just bein
taken off the wires. Tn some exten
It was reassuring. The Americans
wera atlll st Holroyd Btrest and
showed no signa of making a move.

That the perll of the yacht was a
very real one Quayne had no doubt,
for people do not accuse themaelves
of such a dustard crime for pastime.
And he could not but admire Leslie's
duck In chulnlnr the Information,
or, whatevar his later relutions with
the conspiratora, he must have koown
that he entered the houss in Holroyd
Etreet with his life hauging by &
thrend, He gave him full eredit for
encountering the risk from a genuine
dealre to aacrifice himsel!f for his wife.

Hut, try as he would, he could not
reconcile Leslie's fllght with any pur-
pose other than escaps from the
American avengers, modified as thia
view was by the continuance of the
latter at thelr lodgings. The Inge-
tivity of such tireless sleuth-hounds,
who might have hsen axpected to fol-
low thelr quarry tha moment he
broke cover, was the paradox that
gFave Quayns such an uncomfortable
Journey.

He waa quite glad when the time for
actlon came and the econveyance
from the station set him down at the
gate of the Inclosure surrounding
Blgnor Marconl’s huge talking appe-
ratus, Ho glanced up at the glgantio
lattice masts with thelr mysterious fin-
fals capable of projecting human
thought acrosa three thousand miles of
nen, pleturine to himmelf the consterna-
tion, followed with wild rellef, that
would prevall on board the Idalia when
the electric wave struck the yacht's
recorder

Having had occaston to bespeak an
Atlantie liner in midocean in the mat-
ter of an escaping Jewel thief, he was
known to one of the officials This
pentioman recelved the eminent detoc-
tive courteously and at once conduoct-
ed hisn to the operating room, where
he Yanded him over to the opsrator
in _harge of the short distance Instru-
ment,

“This 1a Mr. Quayne, whom we were
ablo to asplst in the recovery of the
Urmathwaite dlamonds,” sald the of-
floial, “"He wants to speak the yacht
ldalin, which is crulsing msomewhare
within four hundred miles”

The operantor amiled and busied him-
self over the delivate mechanivm of
the recofder to watch for results.
There was dead pllence In the busi.
nesslike shamber exoept for the sough
of the weat windg that swoept over the
Cornish  headiand. making strange
muu:.lu io the wires op Lhe musts oul-
8

o cm—

shifted ;m
unyne laug nervoualy.

“Try axuin,” sald ths chief to the
subordinate,

The nlinble fingoers dealt with the
transmitting meochanisam once more,
and once more the Keen eyes
watched the recorder. Quayne atood
like a statue, rigid and motionless,
except for his upper lip, which waa
caukht and worried by his lower

t

There was a longer pauss this
time, and then the operator turned
and shook his heud atl his superior
oitleer, 1t waa the latter who

“It 18 no go, Mr. Quayns, am
afrald,” he sald. “You must have
been misinformed as to the loeality
of tho ldalla. If ahe s anywheare
within a thousand miles of us she
must be at the bottom of the sea”

Quayns reeled slightly, wiping a
dank brow, The only concluslon he
could come to was that the Infernal
machine had exploded prematurely.
ll'{‘m fallire to protect his client hit

m

“Yes, it 18 serious, but I cannot
axplain’. he sald in reply to the
questioning wlances of the two. I
must ket back to the rallway as fast
as I can”™

At the statlon he asked for tels-
gRrama, but found only one awalting
him. It was from Peckthorne, at
Exmouth, and had been handed In &
little hefore noon. informed him
that Berths Roumier and her com-
panions were #till at  Holroyd
Street, and had so far not left
houso at all

But it was the telegram which he
Md not reosive that mattered most
He had wired to the harbor masters
of all the weatern purts to apprise
him by telegram {f the [dalia put in,
but hiw n&u:lt had brought no re.
alg—onlgh same ominous silence
'll?l. marconigraph ro-
oalv -

Ho was teeth

CHAPTER XX.
Fluding a Shadow.

[0 ES, he s still thers,” sald
Heorrier Voules In anawer
to & questlon from Berthe
Roumler. "‘He just dod-
ders up and down, cocking

his aye this way, sama as he's besn

doing all the morning."

Tha speaker stood bahind the win-
dow ourtaln of the front room at ths
Exmouth lodging-houss, His confed-
oratea sat back, well out of alght.

Early In the day the trio had be-
come alive to the presence of the
old man Peckthorne in the stroat, and
it had not taken them long to gusss
that they were the oujects of his un-
obtrusive sentry-go. That he was a
apy in the smployment of Quayns they
were all agreed, but they ware di-
viged o their upliiiuues of (k8 sigoift
oance of his watchfulneas.

“He is atill thera? Herthe repeated
after an |nterval. She lookd very
duinty und out of place in the dingy
room that was odorously reminiscent
of relays of cheap summer visitors,

“0Oh, yes—atlll on the prowl” was
the report from the window,

“That is a clever old man to have to
shunt,” sald Berthe when hs had gone
by. "But | do not think that he s
claver enough to follow threa peopla,
all golng In different directions, at
oncs, Ha will follow onn very tenn-
clously, though, anid what wa have
to do is to arrunge that the two who
ara not followsed keep the appoiut-
ment with Lukyn

“Why no sure7?” demanded Berthe,
elovating her finely pencilied brows.

“Hecauss Quaynes will have ascer-
talned that this particular hive s
bossed by the queen bee,” was the
reply. 1 am open to bat that the old
boy yonder has Instructions to stick
to the bralna of the party—if we
soparate.’”

Barthe bowad with mock cersmony,

but she remained sunk In  desp
thoughit, “On the whole I think that
wa shall And that you are right,

Scorrier,” she sald at Inst. "And if |
do prove to be ths recipient of that

antique  specimen’s  attenidon  the
mere fact will point to Lukyn's
good  faith — for thin  reason:

i Lukyn has sought Quayna's protec-
tion against imminent violence, in-
atend of throwing him off the scent
according to bargain, It will be you
two able-bodled man who will be
chevied about, Come, let us put it to
the proof—like this."

And she procended terssly to aketch
out ber plan. Fayter Frayns was to
lsave the house first agd maks his
way to the rallway station, where
ha waa to sit |n the walting-reom or
lounge at the bookstall. Voules was
to go out half an hour later, walk two
miles Into the country In any direc-
tion he choms, and then return and
join Frayne at the atation, If nelther
of them had wsesn signs of the
“shadow" they would book by the
Arst train to Littleham, the next sta-
tion, which was not far from the
rendezvous with Lukyn on tha cliff.
On the other hand, if the old man
turned up on thelr tracks they would
take tickots for Eseter and }Iuy about
thers, kesping the “shadow" buay.

“But In that case Lukyn will r
scot fres, provided he turns up at the
appointed time and place,” grumbied

Ayne,

“You forget me,” sald Borthe sig-
nificantly, with a tightening of her
red lips. “If you two wers amuaing
the shadow at Exeter I should be at
libarty to mest Lukyn alone, 1 am
not afrald. If he goes to the West
Down Beacon at all it will prove him
to be an the agquare, and I shall know
that, aecordi ta his promise, he \s
unarmad. 1 shall ahoot him and re-

in you as soon as poasible, #ither In

tngland or America. The risk will
be small. In that lonely place the
body will probably not be found for
dny.lll

Two points remainsd to ba sattied—
the firet belng where the three wers
to meet In the probable avent of the
male members being left unwatched
and therefore having to act am exe-
cutionars, It was finally declded that
Youles and Frayne, who as the actual
murderers would he In the greatest
danger, should make for Liverpool or
Houthampton and return to Amerion,
leaving [erthe to follow Independent-
Iy when she had shaken off Quayne's
asaistant,

The socond point for declelnn waas
the course to be pursusd If the In-
tanded viet!m falled to keep his prom-
isa, On that they were unanimous-—
that they would all remain in Eng-
land, find Lukyn again, and hunt him
down till they had accompliahed thelir
purposs. Even after the attempled
outrage on the yacht they might faesl
tolerably socure, they argued, owing
to Marlon's reluctunce to make pub-
llo the circumstance of her marriage.

Thelr only danger soemod very ro.
mote, It Iny In the infernal machine
exploding In splte of Quayne's ex-
erthons, In which case thers would bis
wn ond of secrocy and the detective
would tell what be koew to the au-
tboritioa

Berthe and Voulea stood at the win-
dow and watched thelr comrads as he
wended his way wlong the street. Half
way up It he met Peckthorne, who In

Ing alinost brushed his shoulder.

ha old man scoarcely gave him a
glanes, but continued to  shuffle
toward the house, which he
with hils eye, as usunl, cocked st the
window. Herthe chatted 1o her com-
panion til the prearranged interval
bad elapsed, and then Voules de-
parted, to be wiatchsd in turn by the
sole remalining delagate.

Hetalnlog her position at the win-
dow, she saw the wll figure with
the sloping shoulders slouch lazlly to
the end of the street, drawing no
more attention upen himselt from
Peckthorne than Fruyne had done,
Herthe breathed o sigh of relief and
began to prepare for her own de-
parture,

“It Is man's work, and It i right
that i1t should Lo done by men,” she
murmured, throwing a few things
into & hand-bag, for she did not
know whaother she ahould return, The
apartments had been piuid for a woek
In advance, so there was no need to
interviow the landlady. After spend-
Ing & fow minules over the adjust-
ment her hal she went out of the
front dvor and looked leiwurely u
und down the road. Peckthorns ha
his buok to her, going to the right.
Herthe turned to the left, walking
quickly. Hefors she had gone twenly
pacos she flung a glance over her
shoulder, The lean (ittle mun was
ambling hard on her hools.

“He must have eyes in the back of
his head,” she smiled to herself,
“Well, I am golng to astonish the old
gentleman conslderably, 1 shall maka
him sit up and wonder if he has mis-
taken his vooation”™

#ihe walkea on briskly, with the
graceful polse and easy carringe that
seamed to Invite rather than avold
attention, directing her steps to the
centre of the town. Onece or Lwice
ahe assured herself without apparent
effort thut the old man was still
trotting patiently behind, and then,
having reached her gonl, she marchead
with ealn self-posscasion into the po-
lice wtation,

The serweant at the desk received
the fashionably attired voung lady
with a mournful sympathy, dus to
the woe-begone expreasion of her
face, Mile. Roumiar, while Inwardly
chucking at the bewllderment of her
Sghndow' autside, looked an If she had
lost_her all

“Yen, mins, yes—n gold watoh st
with turquoises and dlamonds-—~might
have hoen dropped on the esplanade

poanibly stolen from the pocket”
repeated the polite oMerr, writing
down the oarticulars of her lmagl-
nary loss

And, belng a gallant man with an
eyn for the sex, he fell Into the net
and spun out the tige during which
Herthe remalned In the offioe to W
long quarter of an hour, so that the
anc.ont Peokthorne shivering on the

vament, wondered If hin employers

d not bungled matters for onos,

He was not In the habit of being
pet to walch persons who had such
intimate relations and longthy busl.
napn with the poliea

CHAPTER XXI.

Maorconl apparstus In the

Badger Throws a Light.
HEN Marion heard of the
W wanton deatruction of the

" churt room shie was com-
pelled to admit sorrowfully
that Capt. Crawford had done the
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Thing i plecing the Wl in
Firew sbaw it Tiee snfory =1 “te ma
wiy A his s R demeiided il
B ng hew prately the young wile
I bt Brusilinling e sl
shaiowe W pomlre dum gl ime -
deek e Cagrain  of boon 1 e
minietraitond of Awbt Jane whole
sl bimy tenderirge @-s of Wyt 1is

avall nmanet & sl tha! Lfestened
|- Pelong
Murtop's snbe having »t  ength
prown eae Pregquend, The 1 lady

wi ihiw! gaying anyibing Vo her pieos,

wtietahed oul & plamp fAnger and
prrenend the sleatric bl cutnm ubicnl -
e Witk the  pantry It wmap an
snerel] by Hadger the yery pernen
whe dostred 10 sem The d'n fTaaw
s @ P ture of indignaiit ey mpathy

Liended Sith an sagrinoss (o nipart
e hing

“Not ARt cwme hack last night,
B, to tell me what | ssked you s
fNnd owl” said Aunlt Jane with &
perity. “If you had done so all this
unpleananiness might bhave bLesn
avelded

“The Bager pnalls wore Witen s win,
Pt down short,” Badger  replind
1Nt el you st mi Bhee s o g M
well, bocaume there was sopeih by
vlae to toll, If what yeu were thinking
of was correot ™

Hadger smiled superior, for Marion,
through her tours, podded o him re-
‘assurinely. "What was the oiher
st hing' there was to tell, Wiy ™
Ahe asked, Nitle guessing the Lresnen -
dous lssus belilnd ber sinpie guos-
tion

“That there's two of ‘em,” Hudger
answored sagerly, “and that this vae
we've got abadrd pow sin't the one
that opme aboard when we startedes
Imim that went sshore at Esmouth
yestenlay afterncon o look for you™

Marion had been orowching against
the sofa, with her elbow an her aunt's
knee, A: the boy's statement she rose
|slowly and looked st him with dilat-
Ing wysa,

“Wihy do you think that, Billymw
Marton said quietly, And turning o
| the old lady she remarked In an sudi-
ble aside: 1 have bhad worries that
yuu ito pot know of. | had to amplay
detectives, and this s ons of (hem.™

“Yew, o said, with the sententicus
prige in his “profession” that had
|drawn many & smile from Marion
| while sltting at the winduw in Lhe
P Btrand, “ut the best of us make mis-
!lnh--- somatimes, | ought to have re-
ported that | saw a keulisman on the
lquay at Southampton sxaotly llke Mr.
| Armytage, and that | showed him
| yUUr Lolegram Lo my guvernd saying
thal we waere bound for mouth.
You couldn't bhave told tother from
which."”

“Go on,” anld Marion hoarsely.

And Badger went on, dea.ribing how
he had been wccosted, as bo thought,
{ by Mr. Armytage, had acceced to hia
{ requeat for a glimpse of the tolegram,
| and had then, after his brief absance,
been surprised to And on his return (o
the yaeht that Mr. Armyltane was in
evening dress at the din“er table,
where he had made considerable prog-
resn with the meal

“Thera wasu't time for him to have
changed into swallowtalls siooe I'd
showed him the form,” Hadger con-
tinued, “and 1 was frightencd. | was
pretty near oortaln that I'd given the
contents of that telegram away to the
wrong man, so 1 sald nothing, hoping
that there'd be no harm done, [ didn’t
blame myself overmuch, t'other one
baing the tack-simly of the gent I'd
<r.ullt sean coma aboard with you, but

At think anybody who hadn't
soan ‘em both would belleve there
could ba two so much alike”™

“1 whould have belleved you, Billy, if
you had only plucksd up courages to
coma and tell me,” sald Marion sig-
nificantly.

"1"wr|yynu'|m poen ‘am both—hoth
together,” exclaimad the boy, smartly
entehing her point,

“You, | havo seen them both, though
not together,” Marion admitted. “And,
oh, I'H forgive you a thousand times,
Billy, for that little mistake of yours
in not mentioning the man on the
quany. T eannot he cross with you
after the rellof you have brought me
now. Aunty,” she went on, turning
to the mystifiad old lady, "I shal
make o cloan breast of everything to
you presently, but what this boy says
han lifted such & joud of shame anl
terror, | can ses il plaloly now-—tho
wonderful thing that has happensd,
That poor, raving creaturs in the sail.
room is not Leslle—my dear h
Leslio—at all”

She laft the anloon, and seaking her
own atateroom, now happllg menacod
no longer by an unhinged human de-
rellet in the next cabin, she sal down
to try to reallze the truth as It had
flooded In upon hor by the light of
Fudgor's disclosure about tha “dou-
ble” on the quay at Southampton.

That her Thushand was in
Armytoge Instead of tha Insen-
sate  brute imprisoned by  her

yacht captain inapired no anger. Re-
calling the scene on the jetty ut
Hroadatalrs, sha could understand
that Lealis’s deception had besn un-
promaditatad. Hha romembered how
sho had fAlunk hor arms round him
and kissed him in shesr delight at
finding him so much "“nlcer” than the
Nigel Lukyn she had axperted.

You, and she had hardly given him
tima to state his errand, which she
now correctly guessed must have
bosn to announce the broakdown of
her scheme hecause of Lukyn's un-
fitnoss to be at Iarge.

But If the blame could be appor-
tloned equally, surely Lealle's share
was wiped away altogwther by the
ateadfast cournge with which he had
assmumed the perils of the man he had
drifted Into  personating He had
heon warned by Quayne at the outset
that the dalegates of the American
secrot soclety meant bDusiness, yet
he had Incurred the riak with & light
heart for the sake of her love,

The thought of Leslis's sllently en-
dured suapense filled hor with suddes
alarm for his present safety, Hhe had
no doubt In her mind now that Nigel
Laukyn was the vietim desired by the
Americany, and she In her Innovence
had gone to them and assured them
that hés huabind was Nige! Lukwe
Hy some strange mischance he had
boen left alone in the town that shel.
tered them and thelr murderous de-
mgns.  In spite of thelr apparent cons
currepce in hoer attempt o secure -
munity for “Lukyn,"” aa she then bes
Heved him, at the expenss of “Army-
tuire,” she had vegy lttle faith in It,
und her mistrust had been the causs
of her ordering the yacht to sea so
quickly. With two such ndistinguishe
able “doubles™ In existencs the dess
perndoes might eanily make s fatal
mistake If they lsarned, as they would
lw sure to th).luult la'lllhhlﬂmlr‘rn
loft behind at Exmouth. ¢ ht
even. hawa already Innhl thelr

.

e —

d firat | should wish to have &

- -

vengvanos o hiim sl s
g‘n-ﬁ-lo & primaar 8
-

what had she bess WNiak-
g ol sedlahiy wity een

oy - ., Wihen

e, i, o abe -
uniniared woild e
Bheartipuhen, at ber ow
oniting away*

AV lvast (here should e ne
deiny  Bae mastensd owi on
BAtE & chemry promdes of
enment Lo Aunt Jane as she

indder to tha bridge

Cmpl Crawtard ' she eried .
lesa, 1 want the ¥ CF =
Famouth st nhees  at

sl van W be thees ™
He gave an order i the

who sent e wheal i g 5
and than, Wwefors regl . e ¢
wd Lim gold e hronameter

"It aew Mpai wlevan, 1‘ -
wre off ihe Lisai e sald.
r-‘ mise. all guing weil to put the
nta the K at § &"cloch ™

And Bued 1o 1he storn.past, clase 1o
:h‘:":n-m’ rudder that N:-:n'-
r , Waha '.l‘lr‘-'
ing. among other things, & l:hﬁ'
of acid that woud eat iie way, as #al.

culated by (he soience of Lt ey
seientific  gentieman Mr,

Voules, exactly at 4 #vieok ‘ste W
parroundings

CHAPTER XX1I.

Just in Time.

ARION  remained on the
bridgs  while (he captain
siperintendad (ha allering

|

of the yscht's course, fer

ahe had somsthing to say
to him as soon as be should
ba fres to give her his whols atten.
tion.

S0 when the ldalia was »
on & sirnight courss agaln, !‘r.'
rugeed Cornish olilfs on the port in-
ﬂaa-i of o the slarbosrd wside,

arion drew the cuptaln vut of eer-
shot of the sieersman.

“Capt. Crawford,” ashe sam, “I
know that you are my frisnd, as you
wers my father's before me, |
Just ascaped from what looked
a most hopeless calamity, but
I ancther ahead of me, M

:

on you 1n a very delloate businese?"”

the captaln she pourad the hlatory of
the lamt few months, commancing
with her engagement to Nigel e
and her wild 'nbcm:n:: liberate Lim
from the asy ending with
the blunder .l;n‘ud made the pre-
vious day In denouncing her husband
to the Amaerican avengers N

Lukyn. The ons tm

I 1y ahe kept Laslin's
d ception of herself, lod the
caplain to balleve that abe bad mar-

ried her husband in the full
edige that he was not Lukyn but
man whom she M‘pm\u‘d to
bis place. She bhad, in fact, exarciesd
™ l:‘om'l privilege to change Ber

mind.
“A pretly kettle of Aah,” waas
old mallor's comment. “Bo that
demon below Is the
Lukyn., Yes, [ can
for you If it geta about.

supposs one
your e oment to Mr. Lukya™

For arion had included In r
narrative a full sccount of
roved suspicions of s truok -
ing wnhd imier & R o

“What do you asked.

"Leaving the m: aside,” sald the
Captain, "I should toll the men tha

the chap below |s a base counterfelt,
w'l:o ook advantage of a resemblance

to Mr, ytage Lo come ta
loot the plate chest, and

to the drink he procured. n
would wanh'all rh‘hg.wlﬁ the l':
company, hey' »0
e Tt mveat masnied &
m 0, u haven

lunatle or a ?m:m that

nllow hing.

q'lm%."hnll."lﬂ“h
make o stipulation, 1 am acting as

end, and you have
this affair to me, This :
""“u'::."g"m "g'n yory -
ous your o
Armytage, 1 should prefer 1o ses

for myseif in the chart room, i

!

with that amart detective urchim o
youras”™

“Veary well,” sald u;no-. “1
pond Badger to you in the chart
and afterward you can have Crispin

When she had flitted down
Indder, Capt. Crawford summoned
chlef officer ta take his place
descanded to the chart room,
the wreck of the Marcopi
had been cleared away,
B Aougbitully. pAriag

n thoug
Badger appeared, ulert a

Crawford slzed
star up In bne
began abruptly: “Your
from Mr. Quayne were that
Americans wers 'dd.nm
waArn you to gua agdlnst any par-
ticular kind of danger? Whan the
woman came aboard dressed as #
nun, for instance, what do you think
was her game?”

Too cautloua to commit himeelf at
a moment's notice to a th of
which he had no proof, Badger
tated. “1 ':na't ﬁ'.; w._l;nt. rl' -tu
was, sir” he re : “bu can :
you what she did, Hhe tried to
& parcel under the settes in the sa.
Inon while she was talking to Miss
Middleton, but when she tumbiad
that 1 was watching her she stopped,
alnd tucked it away agaln under her
clonk ™

Crawford's eyes flashed fire. “Py
Gad!" he exclaimed, “it must have
tn;': an 1nf?nm'l muhirl.;. st

o captaln ross in all t ¥y
of his brass buttons, and nn-dr ox-
the AOTON

tended his hand to b
“1 belleve you u:.a -'3:

:]‘ill\mll.ll I
reepectful.

the table.
ship and all in her," he aald,

Lke yonp teade thare's §.
wateh coming your way as AN
we make harbor. Now eut .
and send Mra. Armytagoe's m to

m’.”

Badger, flushed with at
the praise, apeped his mouth de-
fend hin "trade,” thought of

it and vanlhed—to be
a brief intarval by Crispin, w
tered without any effort to
her agitation, Ever since the
vious day sha had been et
the blow to fall, but she had thought
to have It out with her mistress—not’
with the stern old wallor, ﬂl-i

“iro D Continued.)




